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HE Celebrated Dean of St. Patrick's ſome- 
where obſerves, that a man of talents no 
boner emerges from obſcurity than all the block- 
heads are inſtantly up in arms againſt him. 
Fully perſuaded of the truth of this obſerva- 
ion, I ſhould have been prepared for hoſtility, 
had J imagined myſelf a man of talents; but, 
knowing the contrary too well, I little expect- 


have conjured up againſt me this numerous and 
pid hoſt. It is their misfortune, never to 
form a right conception of any perſon or thing, 
ad therefore their abuſe is not always a cer- 
uin proof of merit in the object on which it is 
beſtowed : their ignorance leſſens the honour 
canferred by their envy, hatred and malice. 


terer diſcovered itſelf in its deepeſt colours, 


rang from the loins of Poor R chard, | 


« that the harmleſs eſſays from my pen would 


| have long been the butt of the filly aſper- 
lons of this grovelling tribe; but their ſpite 


lll they ſaw me, as they imagined, © iflue from 
0 poverty to the appearance of better condi- 
ton.“ Then it was that their gall ran over, 
udjaundiced their whole countenances; then 
bas that the ſtupideſt of all ſtupid gazettes, 
at lewd and common ſtrumpet, the Aurora, 
became pregnant with the following baſtard, as 
dundant in falſehood as any one that ever 
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HE Celebrated Dean of St. Patrick's ſome- 
where obſerves, that a man of talents no 
{boner emerges from obſcurity than all the block- 
heads are inſtantly. up in arms againſt. him. 
Fully : perſuaded of the truth of this obſerva- 
ion, I ſhould have been, prepared for hoſtility, 
had IL imagined myſelf a man of talents; but, 
WT knowing * contrary too well, I little expect- 
ed chat the harmleſs eſſays from my pen would 
ire conjured up againſt me this numerous and 
ſupid hoft. It is their misfortune, never to 
form a right conception of any perſon or thing, 
and therefore their abuſe. is not always a cer- 
tain proof of merit in the object on which it is 
beltowed: their ignorance leſſens the honour 
conferred by their envy, batred and malice. 


| have long been the butt of the filly aſper- 
lons of this grovelling tribe; but their ſpite. 
terer diſcovered itſelf in its deepeſt; colours, 
ill they ſaw. me, as they imagined, iſſue from 
poverty to the appearance of better condi- 
tion.“ Then it was that their gall ran over, 
ud jaundiced their whole countenances; then 
was that the ſtupideſt of all ſtupid gazettes, 
lat lewd and common ſtrumpet, the Aurora, 
became pregnant with the following baſtard, as. 
wndant in falſehood as any one that ever. 
Pang from the loins of Poor Richard. 
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9 50 Mr. Bach, VCC « of 
15 * As the people of America may Not bd „ dr 
& informed who PETER PorcUPINE is, ¹ © an 


« celebrated manufacturer of ies, and retaile 
of #/tk, I will give you ſome little account o 
« this pefiferous animal. This wreeh we 
& obliged to abſcond from his darling 01d Eng 
% and to avoid being turned off into the otbe 


; «world before, what he ſuppofed, his timè © co 
« Tt may be well imagined, that in a land 0 « to 
« liberty and flowing with milk and honey, hi Ps 
ow precipitate retreat could not have been owing © Fr 
«to any offence committed againſt the govern © ha 
« ment very honourable to himſelf.” Gnaweql © pe: 
<«. by the worm that never dies, his own wretch * en 
* edneſs would ever prevent him from making * the 
© any attempt in favour of human happinco ” « > 
His uſual occupation at home was that of a8 © Th 
« oarret-ſcribbler, excepting a little 1ight-01/ © for 
ce net occafionally, to ſupply unavoidable e © Re 
« igencies; Grubb-ſtreet did not anſwer bi © of 
« purpoſes, and being ſcented by certain i the 
« ſtaffs for ſomething more than feribbling, H © the 
took a French leave for France. His egg alt, 
genius purſued him here, and as „i fn; of 
7 © were as long as ever, he was obliged as fu bee 


* 


A 


denly to leave the Republic, which has 1b 


INE, 
« a ſecond ſhirt to his back,” he reſumed his old 


ot boil 
8, the 
tale 
unt 0 


u wal * name of fraitor. This ſaid agent has been 
Ei © {een to pay frequent vifits to PETER. To 
othe „ atone for his tranſgreſſions in the mother 
time © country, as well as to get a little more bread 
nd to eat than he had been accuſtomed to, he 
ey, bi * enlifted in the cauſe of his gracious Majeſty. 


own 


* From the extreme of poverty and filth, he 
ore © has ſuddenly ſprouted into at leaſt the ap- 
Nawed « pearance of better condition; for he has tak- 
etch en a houſe for the ſale of his large poiſon, at | 
nakings © the enormous rent of #we/ve hundred dollars 1 
piety a year, and has paid a year's rent 1 advance: ! | 
at of Wl © The public will now be enabled to account 
bu © for the overflowings of his gall againft the 
ble e © Republic of France, and the Republicans 
rer bi © of this country, as well as his devotion to | 
ain tip © the cauſe of tyranny and of Kings. From 1 
ing, he © the frequency of vihts'paid him by the agent | 
Jis eig already mentioned, and his ſudden change 
fungen of condition, ſecret ſervice- money muſt have 1 of 
as nd been liberally employed; for his zeal to / 


as nog make atonement to his mother country ſeems 
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This Paul Hedgehog 1 know age 5 cou- W 
can hardly ſuppoſe N 1 r the honour 
fins at New-York: if he be, 5 a baſtard. 
| But | let Paul be What he WIL F ot and in the | , 
| only one who has atempred 10 fink me in th 1 
opining.ofa public that bas ext e 
| | 1 101 p Mark 2 1 
h diſtinguiſhed mar! it is 

currently reported, that Mr. T 3 back, 
. Book-ſelter, © put a coat Ane q with his 3 
patronage, I had not a br ſecon 2 5 1 1 7 8 
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Were I to calculate upon the uſual opera- 

tons of truth and gratitude, I ſhould look up- 
on it as impoſſible that inſinuations of this 
kind had ever been thrown out by Mr. Brad- 
ford, Or any | of 6 his fa mily; but, | now-a-days, | 
in this happy age of reaſon and liberty, we 
ſe ſuch extraordinary things happen in the 
world, that to doubt, at leaſt, does not argue 
an exceſs: of credulity or ineredulit . 


Let the propagators of all theſe falſehoods 
be who they may, I am much obliged to them 
for giving me this opportunity of publiſhing 
the Hiſtory of my Life and Adventures, a 
thing that I was determined to do, whenever 
a fair occaſion offered, and which never could 
have been ſo well timed as at the moment 
when I am ſtepping into a fituation, where 
I 8 probably continue for the reſt of my 
le e 


| here remember well what I ſaid in my Ob- 
ſervations on the Emigration of Doctor Prieſtley. 
No man has a right to pry into his neigh- 
* bour's private concerns; and the opinions of 
"every man are his private concerns, while 
© he keeps them ſo; that is to ſay, while they 
are confined to himſelf, his family and parti- 
cular friends; but, when he makes thoſe opi- 
nions public; when he once attempts to 
; make converts, whether it be 1n religion, 
: politics, or any thing elſe; when. he once 
comes forward as a candidate for public ad- 
mration, eſteem or compaſſion, his opinions, 

lis principles, his motives, every action of 
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« his life, public or private, become the fair 
ce ſubject of public diſcuſſion.“ 0 88 


This, is a principle I laid down in the fiſ 
original page I ever wrote for the preſs. 0 
this principle it is, that I think myſelf juſt. 
ed in the preſent publication, and that Ian 
ready to approve of others for publiſhing wht 
ever they may know concerning me. 
them write on, till their old pens are vom 
to the ſtump : let the devils ſweat; let them 
fire their balls at my reputation, till the very 
preſs cries out murder, If ever they hear ne 
whine or complain, I will give them leave t 
fritter my carcaſs and trail my guts along the 
ſtreet, as the French ſans-culottes did thole ol 
Thomas Mauduit. BY ne 217 570 
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O be deſcended from an illuſtrious fami- 
ly certainly reflects honour on any man, 
in ſpite of the ſans-culotte principles of the 
preſent day. This is, however, an honour that 
| have no pretenſion to. All that I can boaſt 
of in my birth, is, that I was born in Old Eng- 
land; the country from whence came the men 
who explored and ſettled North America ; the | 
country of Penn, and of the father and mo- 
ther of General Waſhington. 


With reſpect to my anceſtors, I ſhall go no 
further back than my grand- father, and for 
this plain reaſon, that I never heard talk of any 
prior to him. He was a day-labourer, and I 
have heard my father ſay, that he worked for 6 
one farmer from the a of his marriage to 


B 


6160 


that of his death, upwards of forty years. Hd Ever) 
died before I was born, but TI have often ſep o belie 
beneath the ſame roof that had ſheltered him ſopher: 
and where his widow dwelt for ſeveral years af jihtr 
ter his death. It was a little thatched cottage vitii c fun- 
a garden before the door. It had but two vin e was 
dows; a damſon tree ſhaded one, and a clungM chimne 
of filberts the other. Here I and my brother bor, no 
went every Chriſtmas and Whitſuntide, t, and 
ſpend a week or two, and torment the poor old The leg 
woman with our noiſe and dilapidations. Sh book, 3 
uſed to give us milk and bread for breakM;.:-cov« 
faſt, an apple pudding for our dinner, and Wl eated 
piece of bread and cheeſe for ſupper. Hei i; d 
fire was made of turf, cut from the neighbour ſleep 
ing heath, and her evening light was a ruſni lis dec 
dipped in greaſe. tic doo 
"SITE afcatio 
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How much better is it, thus to tell the naked 
as Doctor Franklin has had recourſe to, in or 
der to perſuade people, that his fore-fathers 
were men of wealth and confideration. Not 
being able to refer his reader to the herald i 
office for proofs of the fame and antiquity ou 
his family, he appeals to the etymology of his 
name, and points out a paſſage in an obſoleteſ 
book, whence he has the conſcience to inſiſt on 
our concluding, that, in the Old Engliſh lan- 
guage, a Franklin meant a man of good repuue 
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tion and of conſequence. According to Docto 9 
Johnſon, a Franklin was what we now call 14 
gentleman's ſteward or land-bailiff, a perſonageſf 
one degree above a bumbailiff, and that's all A 
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HA Every one will, I hope, have the goodneſs 
epi © believe, that my grandfather was no philo- | 
in oper. Indeed he was not. He never made ; 
a: lightning rod nor bottled up a fingle quart 
ri of un-ſhine in the whole courſe of his life. 
in le was no almanac-maker, nor quack, nor 
mol cuimney-doctor, nor ſoap-boiler, nor ambaſſa- 
zer dor, nor printer's devil : neither was he a de- 
t, and all his children were born in wedlock. 
ol The legacies he left, were, his ſcythe, his reap- 
She hook, and his flail; he bequeathed no old and 
can inrccoverable debts to an hoſpital: he never 
d A cared the poor during his life, nor mocked them 
Hen s death. He has, it is true, been ſuffered 
ours ſeep quietly beneath the green-ſord; but, if 
rug his deſcendants cannot point to his ſtatue over 
be door of a library, they have not the mor- 
HJ fication to hear him daily accuſed of having 
1k been a whoremaſter, a bypocrite and an in- 
hifi fel. 5 Mts 
n oY 
ther My father, when I was born, was a farmer. 
No be reader will eaſily believe, from the pover- 
ald A of his parents, that he had received no ve- 
Vong brilliant education: he was, however, learn- 
f his c, for a man in his rank of life. When a 


little boy, he drove plough for two-pence a day, 
ad theſe his earnings were appropriated to 
ite expenſes of an evening ſchool. What a 
age ſchool-maſter could be expected to teach, 
de had learnt, and had beſides conſiderably 
proved himſelf in' ſeveral branches of the 
WT thematicks. He underſtood land ſurveying 
1 Kell, and was often cholen to draw the plans 
l diſputed territory: in ſhort, he had the re- 


+ 0:3 


putation of poſſeſſing experience and undeWM nite di 
ſtanding, which never fails, in England, MW ig wi 
give a man in a country place, ſome lit) 1010s 
weight with his neighbours. He was honeſt, ii hence 
duſtrious, and frugal ; it was not, therefore, vou rcape! 
derful, that he ſhould be ſituated in a god ig pl: 
farm, and happy in a wife of his own rau boriou 
like him, beloved and reſpected. 2 

So much for my anceſtors, from whom, f 
I derive no honour, I derive no ſhame. 


I had (and I hope I yet have) three brd 
thers: the eldeſt is a ſhop-keeper, the ſeconlf 
a farmer, and the youngeſt, if alive, is in ti 
ſervice of the Honourable Eaſt India companf the wi 
a private ſoldier, perhaps, as I have been read a 
the ſervice of the king. I was born on t know 
ninth of March 1766: the exact age of mdf not p. 


brothers I have forgotten, but I remember ha fore h 


ing heard my mother ſay, that there was bf fail. 
three years and three quarters difference H bb an 
tween the age of the oldeſt and that of thi heart, 
- youngeſt, N WF pls. 


A father like ours, it will be readily ſupply Our 
ed did not ſuffer us to eat the bread of idleneſ land, 
I do not remember the time when I did ed; th 
earn my living. My firſt occupation was, dr of my 
ing the ſmall birds from the turnip ſeed, af berſec 
the rooks from the peas. When I firſt trudęſi nerer 
'a-field, with my wooden bottle and my fach Sular x 
ſwung over my ſhoulders, I was hardly able Lrandf 
climb the gates and ſtiles, and, at the cl0 the lic 
of the day, to reach home was a taſk of ll * 1 h. 


n 


ite difficulty. My next employ ment was weed- 
ng wheat, and leading a fingle horſe at har- 


tence J arrived at the honour of joining the 
reapers in harveſt, driving the team and hold- 
ug plough. We were all of us ſtrong and la- 
horious, and my father uſed to boaſt, that he 
had four boys, the eldeſt of whom was but fif- 
teen years old, who did as much work as any 
three men in the pariſh of Farnham. Honeſt 
pride, and happy days! Hes 


I have ſome faint recollection of going 
to ſchool to an old woman, who, I believe, 


the winter evenings my father learnt us all to 
read and write, and gave us a pretty tolerable 
knowledge of arithmetic. Grammar he did 
not perfectly underſtaud himſelf, and there- 
fore his endeavours to learn us that, neceſlari- 
ly failed; for, though he thought he underſtood 
it and though he made us get the rules by 
om we learnt nothing at all of the princi- 
les 


land, to which I have ever rernained attach- 
ed; the more ſo, perhaps, as it bears the name 


perſecuted for their religious opinions, they 
never had an opportunity of giving ſuch a ſin- 


grandfather did, when he kept his Bible under 
the lid of a cloſe-ſtool. (W hat a book-caſe !) 
| |! had been in the place of Doctor Franklin, 


oving barley. Hoeing peas followed, and 
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did not ſucceed in learning me my letters. In 
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Our religion was that of the Church of Eng- 
of my country. As my anceſtors were never 


gular proof of their faith as Doctor Franklin's 
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_ equally divided in their opinions concerning 


( 14 ) 


I never would have related this ridiculous cir. 
cumſtance, eſpecially as it muſt be conſtrued 
into a boaſt of his grandfather's having an ex. 
traordinary degree of veneration for a book, 
which, it is well known, he himſelf durst not 
believe in. „VVV 


As to politics, we were like the reſt of the 
country people in England; that is to ſay, we! 
neither knew or thought any thing about the! 
matter. The ſhouts of victory or the mur— 
murs at a defeat, would now-and-then break] 
in upon our tranquillity for a moment; but I do 


not remember ever having ſeen a news- paper 


in the houſe, and moſt certainly that privation 
did not render us leſs induſtrious, happy or! 
fee 5 gk | 


1 


After, however, the American war had con- 
tinued for ſome time, and the cauſe and nature 
of it began to be underſtood, or rather miſun- 
derſtood, by the lower claſſes of the people in 
England, we became a little better acquainted 


with ſubjects of this kind. It is well known, 


that the people were, as to numbers, nearly 


that war, and their wiſhes reſpecting the reſult] 
of it. My father was a partizan of the Ame- 
ricans: he uſed frequently to diſpute on the 


ſubje& with the gardener of a nobleman whoY 
lived near us. This was generally done with 3 
good humour, over a pot of our beſt ale; yet 


the diſputants ſometimes grew warm, and gate! 
way to language that could not fail to attract 


our attention. My father was worſted without 3 


doubt, 2 
ſenfible 
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n | 
Iubt, as he had for antagoniſt, a ſhrewd and 
enfible old Scotchman, far his ſuperior in 
wlitical knowledge; but he pleaded before 
partial audience: we thought there was but 
Wc wiſe man in the world, and that that one 
Naas our father. He who pleaded the cauſe of 
he Americans had an advantage, too, with 
young minds: he had only to repreſent: the 
king's troops as ſent to cut the throats of a peo- 
fle, our friends and relations, merely becauſe 
hey would not ſubmit to oppreſſion, and his 
euſe was gained. Speaking to the paſhons is 
Ter ſure to ſucceed on the uninformed. 


Men of integrity are generally pretty obſti- 
nate in adhering to an opinion once adopted. 
becher it was owing to this, or to the weak- 
eb of Mr. Martin's arguments, I will not pre- 
tend to ſay, but he never could make a convert 
df my father: he continued an American, and 
ſoſtaunch a one, that he would not have ſuffered 
ls beſt friend to drink ſucceſs to the king's arms 
it lis table. I cannot give the reader a better 
Idea of his obſtinacy in this reſpect, and of 
te length to which this difference in ſentiment 
8 carried in England, than by relating the 
lowing inſtance. | ES pier 


My father uſed to take one of us with him 
"ty year to the great hop-fair at Wey-Hill. 
le fair was held at Old Michaelmas-tide, and 
e journey was, to us, a fort of reward for the 
tours of the ſummer. It happened to be my 
n to go thither the very year that Long-Iſland 
Slaken by the Brittth.. A great Company 
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6 
of hop-merchants and farmers were juſt ſittin 


down to ſupper as the polt arrived, bringing i 
the extraordinary Gazette: which announced 


afraid ] 


coverec 


the victory. A hop- factor from London too It we 
the paper, placed his chair upon the table, au gpell o 
began to read with an audible voice. He wa ry boy 
oppoſed, a diſpute enſued, and my father M natche. 
tired, taking me by the hand, to another apart once 
ment, where we ſupped with about a doze pened 
others of the ſame ſentiments. Here Waſhin rich a 
ton's health, and ſucceſs to the American 
were repeatedly toaſted, and this was the ill Tow: 
time, as far as I can recollect, that I ever heat a rel 
the General's name mentioned. Little did Hof Port! 
then dream, that I ſhould ever ſee the mai bor the! 
and ſtill leſs that I ſhould hear ſome of his Oer did 1 
countrymen reviling and execrating him. could 1 
a SG? | : 1 75 or can 
Let not the reader imagine, that I wiſh de ſame 
aſſume any merit from this, perhaps miſtake{Mhoung di 
prejudice of an honoured and beloved pareii boom of 
Whether he was right or wrong is not nl 
worth talking about: that I had no opinion MF But it 
my own is certain; for, had my father been Mund fle 
the other fide, I ſhould have been on the ot hd he: 
| fide too, and ſhould have looked upon nd: I! 
company I then made a part of as male feet; b 
tents and rebels. I mention theſe circuß bet] ha 
ſtances merely to ſhow that I was not“ nu that ! 
e in the lap of ariſtocracy,” and that I Cairatio 
not imbibe my principles, or prejudices, feeds of 
thoſe who were the advocates of blind ſublet the Sp 
fion. If my father had any fault, it Was rable 
being ſubmiſſive enough, and I am Re neve 
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tin aid my aequaintance have but too often dif- 
g u covered the ſame fault in bis fan 0 


It would be as: uſeleſs as unentertaining to 


au dell on the occupations and ſports of a coun- 
wa boy ; to lead the reader to fairs, cricket- 
r ratches and hare-hunts. I ſhall therefore come 
par once to the epoch, when an accident hap- 
ozeictied that gave that turn to my future life, 


ach at laſt brought me to the United States. 


Towards the autumn of 1782 L went to vi- 
lit a relation who lived in the neighbourhood 
of Portſmouth. From the top of Portſdown, 1, 
for the firſt time, beheld the ſea, and no ſoon- 


[could never account for this ſudden impulſe, 


jor can I now. Almoſt all Engliſh! boys feel 
= the ſame inclination : it would ſeem that, like 
take 


young ducks, inſtinct leads them to ruſh on the 
om of the Waere 


But it was not the ſea alone that I ſaw the 
and fleet was riding at anchor at Spithead. 
had heard of the wooden walls of Old Eng- 


20 d: I had formed my ideas of a ſhip/and. of 
alcoliWiect; but, what I now beheld ſo far ſurpaſſed 
ir cult 1 had ever been able to form a conception 
nur! that I ſtood loſt between aſtoniſhment; and 
t | itiration, I had heard talk of the glorious 
„ feeds of our admirals and ſailors, of the defeat 


Cobol the Spaniſh Armada, and of all thoſe me- 
vas able combats that good and true Engtiſh- 


mu never fail to relate to their children about 
: | 
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er did I behold it than I wiſhed to be a ſailor. 


ce 
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the battlements: here I had a clofer view 


the caſtle to Portſmouth, got into a boat, 4 
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4 hundred times a year- The brave Rode the 
victories over our natural enemies, the Freu negle 
and Spaniards, had long been the theme eto 7: 


our praiſe; and the burthen of our ſongs: II ded. 


hight of the fleet brought all theſe into my nin ter te 
in confuſed order, it is true, but with irc(("'" 2 £ 


ble force. My heart was inflated with nato the ge 


pride. The ſailors were my countrymen, to! 
fleet belonged to my country, and ſurely I leſor 
my part in it, and in all its honours: yet, n tho 
honours I had not earned; I took to myſcl'f ard. 
ſort of reproach for poſſeſſing what I hal MP lis 0 
right to, and reſolved to have a juſt clain I w. 
ſharing in the hardſhips and the dangers. n Mr 
50“ ex bro gg od iq et cops fre. IS co! 
I arrived at my uncle's late in the evenit 0, ha 
with my mind full of my ſea-faring proje accule 
Though I had walked thirty miles during r hats 
day, and conſequently was well wearied, II 2! 
not a moment. It was no ſooner day-light i . 


I aroſe and walked down towards the old cal Lin ve 


on the beach of Spithead. For a ſixpeſ 15 

given to an invalid I got permiſſion to go u de (©: 
Iimout] 
the fleet, and at every look my impatiencg ] A 
be on board increaſed. / In ſhort, I went fi 3 
was in a few minutes on board the Pegaſus 4 10 
of war, commanded by the Right Honoul % e 
ble George Berkley, brother to the Ear belt 


1 a, Da  brely 
Berkley. 5 | and 


The Captain had more compaſſion hay 
generally met with in men of his profeffe 
he repreſented to me the toils I muſt unden 


4 


1 eturn 
ſpoiled 


4 
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( 19 5 
pt the puniſhment that, the leaſt diſodedience 


ve to return home; Aid 1 mewumhe he con- 
ded his advice with telling me, that it was 
ter to be led to church in a halter, to be li- 


the gang- ways or, as the ſailors call it; mar- 


toleſome counſel, I pereeived that the cap- 
in thought I had eloped on account of a 
ad. 1 bluſhed, band that confirmed him 
lis opinion; but? I declare to the rader, 
at I was no more guilty of ſuch an offence 
a Mr. Swanwick, or any other gentleman 


n, J have none of the Franklintonian crimes 
ꝛccule myſelf of; ny children do not hang 
Wei hats up in other men's W! Lam nei 
. nor philoſopher. 326 01 1510 at 
i; e 9199 el ict biothiiod 

7H vain attempted 10 convinced Captain 
riley, that choice alone had led me tothe 
be ſent me on ſhoreg and I at laſt quitted 


venil 
proje 
ing! 
„Tuc 
ht ti 

d cal 
1xpell 
0 up | 
viewl] 
tence 
Nt irl 


Por Admiral, Evans, to get my name en- 
E thoſe who; were deſtined for the 
_ I was, in ſomè ſort, obliged to ac 
As % the Admiral with what had paſſed on 
onoulif ard the Pegaſus, in conſequence of which 


Earl gueſt was refuſed; and I happily eſcap- 


| Orely againſt my will, from the moſt toil- 


* perilous een in the world. 


maul 125 
Coſi dame once more to Xs plough, "ne Þ 
aderf poiled tor a farmer. I bad, before my Portls. 


bto a girl that I did not like, than to be tied 


ed to 97/s oper. Fromsthe concluſionſof this 


W015 conſtitutionally virtuous. No; thank hea- 


Inimouth; but not before: I had applied to 
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| month adventure, never known any other an 

| bition than that of ſurpaſſing my brothers in H 
different labours of the field; but it was quid 
otherwiſe now; I ſighed for a ſight of the world 

the little iſland of Britain ſeemed too ſmall i 
compaſs for me. The things in which L had ufd 
the moſt delight were neglected; the ſinginę 
the birds grew inſipid, and even the heart - cheę 
6 ing cry of the hounds, after which1formerlyu 
to fly from my work, bound oꝰer the fields; al 
| daſh through the brakes and.coppices,was hell 
with the moſt torpid indifference.” Still, hol 
ever, I remained at home till the follow 
ſpring, when I quitted it; perhaps, for eter 
eh i Ae ee desen 
It was on the fixth of May 1783, that 
like Don Quixotte, ſallied forth to feek if 
ventures. 1 Was dreſſed in; my holiday 'c|btt 
in order to accompany-two! or: three-latley 
Guildford fair. They were to aſſemble al 
houſe about three miles from my hoine, wi 
I was: to attend them; but, unfortunately 
me, Ihad to croſt the London turnpike road. i 
ſtage · coach had juſt turned the fummit of a 
and was rattling down towards me at a meg 
rate. The notion of going to London 14] 
entered my mind till thisvery moment, Jet 
ſtep was completely determined on, before] 
coach came to the ſpot where 1 flood. y 
got, and was in London about nine ei 
in the evening. I Nit inte TR 


— 


It was by mere accident that J had mof 
enough to defray the [expenſes of this d 
Being rigged out for the fair, I had three 


(E 21. 9 5 


four crown and half- crown pieces (which moſt 
certainly I did not intend to ſpend) beſides a 
few ſhillings| and half-pence. This my little 
al, which I-had. been years in amaſſing, melt- 
ed away, like ſnow beſore the ſun, when touch- 
ed by the fingers of the inn-keepers and their 
waiters. In ſhort, when J arrived at Ludgate- 
half a crown in my pocket! th 


By a commencement of that good luck, which 
bas hitherto attended me through all the fitua-. 
tions in which fortune has placed me, 1 was: 
preſerved from ruin. A gentleman, who was 
ole of the paſſengers in the ſtage, fell into 

converſation with me -at dinner, and he ſoon 
learnt that I was going I knew not Whither nor 
for what. This gentleman was a hop-merchant, 
in the borough of Southwark, and, upon cloſ- 
er inquiry, it appeared that he had often dealt 
vi my father at Wey-Hillo He knew the 


home, he wrote to my father, and endeavoureel 
| © prevail on me to obey his orders; Which 
were to return immediately home. I am aſham- 
ed to ſay that I was diſobedient. It was the firſt 
ume I had ever been fo, and I have re pent- 
ed of it from that moment to this. Willingly 
would I have returned, hut | pride would not 
ſuffer me to do it. I feared the ſcoffs of my: 
zequaintances more than the real evils that 
threatened me. „„ N 3 
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Hill, and had paid my fare, 1 had but about. 


danger I was in; he was himſelf a father, and 
be felt for my parents. His houſe became my 
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My generous preſerver, finding my obſtina- MM . 
cy not to be overcome, began to lobł out for WM - t 
an employment for me. He was preparing an | lome 
advertiſement for the news-paper, when an ac. Wl lave 
quaintance of his, an attorney, called in to e. 
ſer him. He related my adventure to this gen- d! 
tleman, whoſe- name was Holland, and Who, e 
happening to want an underſtrapping -quill- Wl — 
driver, did me the honour to take me into his nen 
ſervice, and the next day ſaw me perched up- * 
on a great high ſtool, in an obſcure chamber W * 8 
in Gray's Inn, endeavouring to decypher the Wiſh de 
crabbed draughts of my employer... 0 0 
| tyo in 
heave! 
me be 
blubbe 
deny I 
lential 


I could write a good plain hand, but E eould 
not read the pot-hooks and hangers of Mr. 
Holland. He was a month in learning me to 
copy without almoſt continual aſſiſtance, and 
even then I was of but little uſe to him; for, 
beſides that IL wrote a ſnail's pace, my want of 
knowledge in orthography gave him infinite 
trouble: ſo that, for the firſt two months I was 
a dead weight upon his hands. Time, how- 
ever, rendered me uſeful;. and Mr. Holland 
was pleaſed to tell me that he was very well 
ſatisfied with . me, juſt at the very moment 
when ] began to grow extremely diffatisfied with f 
him. WT OLI HER Ci nas TFLD Oak, 4.00 

No part of mylife has been totally unattended f 
with pleaſure, exceptithe eight or nine months 
I'paſſed in Gray's Inn. The office (for ſo the 
dungeon where I wrote was called) was ſo dark, 
that, on cloudy days, we were obliged to burn 
candle. I worked like a galley- ſlave from fre | 
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in the morning till eight or nine at night, and 
ſometimes all night long. How many: quarrels 
have 1 aſſiſted to foment and perpetuate: be- 
ween thoſe : poor innocent fellows, John Doe 
and Richard Roe! How many: times (God for- 


n vive me!) have I ſet them to aſſault each other 
N with guns, ſwords, ſtaves and pitch-forks, and 
. 


then brought them to anſwer for their miſdeeds 
before Our Sovereign Lord the King ſeated in 


ſeets of ſeventy-two words, and thoſe lines 


vo inches a part, my brain turns. Gracious 
uld WT cavern! if I am;doomed to be wretched, bury 
Mr. me beneath Iceland ſnows, and let me feed on 
8 by blubber; ſtretch me under the burning line and 
yy eay me thy propitious dews;: nay, if it be thy 
| | WI, ſuflocate me with the infected and peſti- 
ot leatialb air of a democratic-club room; but ſave 
= ne from the deſk of an attorney! / 
_ ur. Holland was but little in the chambers 


himſelf. He always went out to dinner, while 


een us left to be provided for by the Laundreſs, 
wil 8 be called her. Thoſe gentlemen of the 
” e, ho have reſided in the Inns of court in 
8 London, know very well what a Laundreſs 
del lens. Ours was, I believe, the oldeſt and 


ad experience enough to be Lady Abbeſs of 


ure that deigned to enter into converſa- 


8 


His Court of Weſtminſter! When I think of 
the ſaids and ſoforihs and the counts of tautolo- 
gy that I ſeribbled over; when I think of thoſe 
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leſt of the officious ſiſterhood. She had age 


Will the nuns in all the convents of Iriſh-Town. 
would be wronging the witch of Endor to 
pare her to this hag, who was the only 
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tion with me. All except the name, I was in 
priſon, and this Weird Siſter was my keeper, 
Our chambers were, to me, what the ſubter. Ml 
| - Tatiegus cavern. was to Gil Blas: his deſcrip- 
j tion of the Dame Leonarda exadily ſuited my 
Laundreſs; nor were the profeſſions, or rather . 
the practice, of our - maſters altogether diſ- 4s 
Rinn !! or. 90 1 ED 
VVV | | | Pas 3 
Hſhin 
He © 
this te 
lectly 
thithe 


V 
man 
fiel 
in th 
e an 


I never quitted this gloomy receſs except 
on Sundays, when I uſually took a walk to St. 


this morſel of military bombaſt; but a chang 
was what I wanted: beſides, I knew that ma; 
rines went to ſea, and my deſire to be on th 
element had rather increaſed than diminiſh 
by my being penned up in London. In ſho 
I reſolved to join this glorious corps; and, i 
avoid all poſſibility.of being diſcovered by ul 
friends, I went down to Chatham and enlified 
into the marines as I thought, but the ui 
morning I found myſelf. before a Captain of b 
marching regiment. There was no retreating 
I had taken a ſhilling to drink his Majeſty 4 
health, and his further bounty was ready f 
my reerptin!:t!t!t: 3501," 


(a5 .) 


When I told the Captain (who was an Iriſh- 
man, and who has fince been an excellent 
fiend to me), that I thought myſelf engaged 
u the marines : © By Jaſes, my lad,” ſaid he, 
aud you have had a narrow eſcape.” He 
WY old me, that the regiment into which I had 
been ſo happy as to enliſt was one of the old- 
et aud boldeſt in the whole army, and that it 
was at that moment ſerving in that fine, flou- 
nſhing and plentiful country, Nova Scotia. 
He dwelt long on the beauties and riches of 
this terreſtrial Paradiſe, and diſmiſſed me, per- 
{ealy enchanted with the proſpect of a voyage 
thither. 9 


| enliſted early in 1784, and, as peace 
tad then taken place, no great haſte was 
made to ſend recruits off to their regiments. . 
| remained upwards of a year at Chatham, 
during which time I was employed in learning 
my exerciſe, and taking my tour in the duty 
| of the garriſon. My leiſure time, which was a 
very conftiderable portion of the twenty-four 
tours, was ſpent, not in the diſſipations com- 
mon to ſuch a way of life, but in reading and 
lady. In the courſe of this year I learnt more 


non thay 1 had ever done before. I ſubſcribed to 
md, v i rculating library at Brompton, the greateſt 

by m of the books in which I read more than 

nlite vice over. The library was not very conſi- 

ze ne Gable, it is true, nor in my reading was 1 di- 

in 0 rected by any degree of taſte or choice. Novels, 

a” Is hiſtory, poetry, all were read, and nearly 

[ajei'l | 9 70 e 


Wh equal avidity. 
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Such a courſe of reading could be attended 
with but little profit: it was ſkimming over the 
ſurface of every thing. One branch of lean- M 
ing, however, I went to the bottom with, and 
that the moſt eſſential branch too, the gram 
mar of my mother tongue. I had experienced 
the want of a knowledge of grammar during 
my ſtay with Mr. Holland; but it is very prof 
bable that I never ſhould have thought of en 
countering the ſtudy of it, had not accidenff 
placed me under a man whoſe friendſhip eu 
tended beyond his intereſt. Writing a fail 
hand procured me the honour of being copyillſ 
to Colonel Debieg, the commandant of tb 
garriſon. I tranſcribed the famous correſpondi 
ence between him and the Duke of Richmond 
which ended in the good and gallant old Colo 
nel being ſtripped of the reward, beſtowed of 
him for his long and meritorious ſervitude. 


laſt, 1 
grols 
ſerlbe 
three 

erery 
on gut 
ing it 
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It Was. 


bas lec 
of whi 


This 
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always 
and, 7 
none o 
| I | | | Joung 
Being totally ignorant of the rules of gran 


mar, 1 neceſfarily made many miſtakes WM. The: 
copying, becaufe no one can copy letter o mee 
letter, nor even word by word. The Colon amy. 
faw my deficiency, and ſtrongly recommend ward 
ſtudy. He enforced his advice, with a fort on ra 
injunction, and with a promiſe of reward which, 
cale of ſucceſs. | ene pe 
N . TH BO PLL Hs ece / 
I procured me a Lowth's grammar, and aut up 
plied myſelf to the ſtudy of it with unceall „, M 
aſſiduity, and not without ſome profit; i ae 
though it was a conſiderable time before | ug /. 
comprehended all that I read, ſtill I read al ang mu 
ſtudied with ſuch unremitted attention, that, ellas ( 


f 


4 

Lf, I could write without falling into any very 
roſs errors. The pains I took cannot be de- 
eribed : I wrote the whole grammar out two or 
three times; I got it by heart; I repeated it 
ery morning and every evening, and, when 
m guard, I impoſed on myſelf the taſk of ſay- 
ug it all over once every time I was poſted 
entinel. To this exerciſe of my memory I 
{eribe the retentiveneſs of which I have ſince 
bund it capable, and to the ſucceſs with which 
ei was attended, I aſcribe the perſeverance that 
fai has led to the acquirement of the little learning 
yi of which J am maſter. 8 8 . 
donde This ſtudy was, too, attended with another 
nond advantage : it kept me out of miſchief. I was 
ColoMilnays ſober, and regular in my attendance; 
ed o and, not being a clumſy fellow, I met with 
le. be of thoſe reproofs, which diſguſt fo many 

bvong men with the ſervice. CELL 


Yai | EO | 
_ There is no fituation where merit is ſo ſure 
ter e meet with reward as in a well diſciplined 
Colony. Thoſe who command are obliged to 
mende evard it for their own eaſe and credit. I was 
, fort bon raiſed to the rank of Corporal, a rank, 
vard lich, however contemptible it may appear in 
me people's eyes, brought me in a clear two- 
pence per diem, and put a very clever worſted 
and ot upon my ſhoulder too. Don't you laugh | 
1ceal i, Mr. Swanwick ; a worſted knot is a much 
t; i oe honourable mark of diſtinction than a 
e 110 4 Luſom-ouſe badge; though, I confeſs, the 
ad VT"; muſt have ſuch people as Tide-waiters as 

that, el as Corporals. - | 


ous, rocks at the entrance of the harbour, I be 


the ſame Province, we remained till the mong 
of September, 1791, when the regiment "vl 
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As promotion began to dawn, I grew impa-M 
tient to get to my regiment, where I expected 
ſoon to baſk under the rays of Royal favour M 
The happy day of departure at laſt came: we {«M 
fail from Graveſend, and, after a ſhort and plea- 
ſant paſſage, arrived at Hallifax in Nova Scotia 
When I firſt beheld the barren, not to ſay hide 


gan to fear that the maſter of the veſſel had 
miſtaken his way; for I could perceive nM 
thing of that fertility that my good recruiting 
Captain had dwelt on with lo much delight. 


Nova Sen had no other charm for n 
than that of novelty. Every thing I ſaw wa 3 
new: bogs, rocks and ſtumps, muſquitoes au er 


bull-frogs. Thouſands of Captains and Colo 1 * Maj 


nels without ſoldiers, and of *Squires withoulii © or 
ſtockings or ſhoes. In England I had nere 3 year 


thought of approaching a *Squire without non. 


moſt reſpectful bow; but, in this new world be 


though I was but a Corporal, I often order egi. 


a Squire to bring me a glaſs of grog, and eve for! 


to take care of my knapſack. = £00 


« dere; 


We ſtaid but a few weeks in Nova Scotiſ 
being ordered to St. John's, in the Province 
New Brunſwick. Here, and at other places} 


relieved, and ſent home. 


We landed at Portſmouth on the 3d of Ml 
vember, and on the 19th of the next month 
obtained my diſcharge, after having ſerved 
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pt eight years, and after having, in that 
hort ſpace, paſſed through every rank, from 
hat of a private ſentinel to that of Sergeant 
Major, without ever being once diſgraced, con- 
ed, or even reprimanded.—But, let my ſu- 


md all my readers what I was during my ſer- 
vitude. 


« Fitzgerald, commanding His Majeſty's 54th 
8 Regiment of Foot, whereof Lieutenant Ge- 
* neral Frederick is Colonel.” 


1 
111.088 
N. 


* 3 4 
r me 


« THESE are to certify, that the Bear- 


* years, nearly ſeven of which he has been a 
* non-commuſhoned officer, and of that time 
* he has been five years Sergeant Major to the 
* regiment; but having very earneſtly applied 
* tor his diſcharge, he, in conſideration of his 
" good behaviour and the ſervices he has ren- 
* dered the regiment, is hereby diſcharged. 


* Given under iny hand and the ſeal 
© of the regiment, at Portſmouth, this 
0 19th day of December, 1791. 


[ mall here add * . iſſued in the 


Binn of Portſmouth on the day of my diſ- 
large. | 


periors ſpeak for me, they will tell my friends 


« By the Right Honourable Major Lord Edward 


*er hereof, WILLIAM COBBETT, Sergeant 
Major in the aforeſaid regiment, has ſerved 
© honeſtly and faithfully for the ſpace of eight 


7 EDWARD FITZGERALD. 1 
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| 8 Portſmouth, 19th Dec. I 791, E ey 
05 . ; | : 3 „1 
Sergeant Major Cobbett having moſt preſſ. 1 20 
ingly applied for his diſcharge, at Major WM..:th 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald's requeſt, General here, b 
Frederick has granted it. General Frede. WW: ..:.; 


. 


* 


« rick has ordered Major Lord Edward Fitz. minced 
gerald to return the Sergeant Major thanks he tin 
cc | 


tor his behaviour and conduct during the} 3 or 
e time of his being in the regiment, and Ma- ot wit 
« jor Lord Edward adds his moſt hearty thanks bons u 
to thoſe of the General.” boa to 
f ? 5 all m. 
After having laid theſe pieces before myM 


ev 


A 


reader, I beg him to recolle& what the 4rouWMMl Bes. 
of New York and the Aurora of Philadelphia WM: ay 
have aſſerted concerning Peter Porcupine's be- Did th 
ing flogged in his regiment for thieving, and war) 
afterwards deſerting. The monſtrous, diſor- dey u 
ganizing, democratic gang were not aware that en ar. 
1 was in poſſeſſion of ſuch uncontrovertibleWM cache: 
proofs as theſe. 25 Tl £011 
| . o the 
I hope, I may preſume that my character dt, a1 
will be looked upon as good, down to the date le in; 
of my diſcharge; and, if ſo, it only remain, 
for me to give an account of myſelf from that Lea: 
time to this. | 3 
| Nberei! 
The democrats have aſſerted, as may be [een The fa 
in the preface, that I got my living in London people 
by © garret-ſcribbling,” and that I was obliged gauce, 
to © take a French Leave for France, for ſomè ber q 
< night work,” —Now, the fact is, 1 went able | 


{ar F 


Trance in March, 1992, and I landed at New 
York in the month of October following; ſo 
hat, I had but three months to follow * gar- 
© ret-ſcribbling” in London. How theſe three 
oaths were employed it is not neceſſary to ſay 
eere, but that I had not much leiſure for © gar- 
& ret-ſcribbling” the ladies will be well con- 
rinced, when 1 tell them that I got à wife in 
he time. As to the charge concerning © night 
work,“ I am afraid I muſt plead guilty, but 
not with my © fingers,” as theſe malicious fel- 
bs would infinuate. No, no, I am no rela- 
ion to Citizen Nato: the French ladies do not 
WT call me, the Gargon Fendu. 
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pe ene 


ge Before I go any further, it ſeems neceſſary 
Pha t lay a word or two about © French Leave.” 
s be. Did this expreſſion eſcape the democrats in an 


and i unvary moment? Why © French Leave?” Do 
Hlor- they wiſh to infinuate, that nobody but French- 
e that are obliged to fly from the hands of thief- 
rtblci catchers? The Germans, and after them the 
agli, have applied this degrading expreſſion 
o the French nation; but, is it not inconfiſt- 
et, and even ungrateful, for thoſe who are in 
be intereſt, and perhaps, in the pay, of that 
mam g ngnanimous republic, to talk about French 
Leave? It is ſomething curious that this ex- 
neſſon ſhould find a place in a paragraph 
neren I am accuſed of abuſing the French. 
lhe fact is, the friendſhip profeſſed by theſe 
Kople, towards the French nation, is all gri- 
ce, all hypocriſy: the moment they are off 
ir guard, they let us lee that it is the abomi- 
ale ſyſtem of French tyranny that they are 


\ 


„ 
attached to, and not to the people of that cou | Pe. 


try.—“ French Leave!” The leave of 2%. © 
away, a thief, a Tom Paine' What could e 
b prejudiced, the bittereſt Engliſhman hal oy 
ſaid more galling and ſevere againſt the whollf 1 
French nation? They cry out againſt me | j . 
« abujing” the cut-throats of Nantz and othi I I wh 
places, and for accuſing the demagogue-tyranf ul 
of robbery; while they themſelves treat Hs 
whole nation as thieves. This is the deniY_ a 
cratic way of waſhing out ſtains; juſt as H "5k 
ſweet and cleanly Sheelah waſhes her gent - * 
Dermot's face with a diſhclout. | has 
Lees 55 2 | . My 
eaving the ingenious citizens to extricahiMc. 
themſelves from this hobble, or fall under eien i 
diſpleaſure of their maſters, I ſhall return ene: 
my adventures. I arrived in France in Mae -. 
1792, and continued there till the beginnis eri 
of September following, the fix happieſt monty. 
of my life. I ſhould be the moſt ungrateſf ed me 
monſter that ever exiſted, were I to ſpeak ill Mine li 

the French people in general. I went to ty; 
country full of all thoſe prejudices, that LM... a, 
liſhmen ſuck in with their mother's milk, age C 
the French and againſt their religion: a f me 
weeks convinced me that I had been decel| ety 1] 
with reſpect to both. I met every where V1 Princip; 
civility, and even hoſpitality, in a degree t ning 

I never had been accuſtomed to. 1 found Wl 

people, among whom I lived, excepting thd I did 
who were already blaſted with the principe 1793 
of the accurſed revolution, honeſt, pious, Fe... 
kind to excels. J ive t! 
| | x Nth En 


* 


. 


* 
people may ſay what they pleaſe about the 
wery of the French peaſantry, under the old 
wrernment;- I have converſed with thouſands 
of them, not ten among whom did not regret 
he change. I have not room here to go into 
m inquiry into the cauſes that have led theſe 
people to become the paſhve inſtruments, the 
ſaves, of a ſet of tyrants ſuch as the world 
lerer ſaw before, but I venture to predict, that, 
boner or later, they will return to that form of 
boerament under which they were happy, and 

Wunder which alone they can ever be ſo again. 
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My determination to ſettle in the United 


tic States was formed before I went to France, and 
ler tl een before I quitted the army. A deſire of 
urn ſeeing a country, ſo long the theatre of a war 
Mar which I had heard and read ſo much; the 
innig fattering picture given of it by Raynal; and, 
000 bore all, an inclination for ſeeing che world, 
zrate WY ed nc to this determination. It would look a 
1 lle like coaxing for me to ſay, that I had im- 


ibded principles of republicaniſm, and that I 
Was ambitious to become a citizen of a free 


ö agaudete, but this was really the caſe. 4 thought 
<2 Wat men enjoyed here a greater degree of li- 


deny than in England; and this, if not the 
Wincipal reaſon, was at leaſt one, for my 


Ming to this country. 
ound 0 1 25 3 
ing e e intend to ſtay in France till the ſpring 


I 1793, as well to perfect myſelf in the lan- 

8c, as to paſs the winter at Paris; but I per- 

wed the ſtorm gathering; I ſaw that a war 

MM England was inevitable, and it was not 
E os; 


had laid aſide even the appearance of jui 


turn off towards Havre de Grace, whence lei 
barked for America. 9 3 


| lying Aur 7d, ſtates, that I Was whipped at 7 | 


it; for the tyrants had not given it that nal 


child has, who has had the misfortune to gi 
under its iron anarchy. 


brought from the American Ambaſſador aa 


Mr. Jefferſon wrote me on that occaſion. W 


rr 


l 
difficult to foreſee what would be the fate { 
Engliſhmen, in that country, where the mile 
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and mercy. I wiſhed, however, to ſee Pai 
and had actually hired a coach to go thither. Ml 
was even on the way, when I heard, at Abb 
ville, that the king was dethroned and lf 
guards murdered. This intelligence made if 


_ 


I beg leave here to remind the reader, that o \ 
of the lying paragraphs, lately publiſhed in i 


ris, and that hence I bear a grudge againſt 
French Republic. Now, I never was at Pall 
as I can prove by the receipts for my bo 
and lodging, from the day I entered Franc 
that of my leaving it; and, as to the Repub 
as it is called, I could have no grudge agailif 


when I was ſo happy as to bid it an eter 
adieu. Had I remained a few months lon 
I make no doubt that I ſhould have had re 
to execrate it as every other man, woman, Mi 


F [will jr 


Some little time after my arrival in this ed 
kfully 


try, I ſent Mr. Jefferſon, then Secretari 
State, a letter of recommendation, which 1 


Hague. The following is a copy of the 1 ly to be 
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x Philadelphia, Nov. 5th, 1792. 
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, In acknowledging the receipt of your fa- 

your of the 2d inſtant, I wiſh it were in my 
wer to announce to you any way in which 

l could be uſeful to you. Mr. Short's aſ- 

ſurances of your merit would be a ſufficient 1 
inducement to me. Public Offices in our — 
government are ſo few, and of ſo little va- 
be, as to offer no reſource to talents. When | 
vou ſhall have been here ſome ſinall time, 

{Jou will be able to judge in what way you e 
can ſet out with the beſt proſpect of ſucceſs, ih 
and if I can ſerve you in it, I ſhall be very 

ready to do it. ; 


Setxaie — — — 
P 


— = So” 


55 I am, 
2 Sir, 
«© Your very humble ſervant, 


© TH. JEFFERSON.” 


Bill juſt obſerve on this letter, that it was 
ukfully received, and that, had I ſtood in 
Ed of Mr. Jefferſon's ſervices, I ſhould have 
pied to him; but as that did not appear 
ly to be the caſe, I wrote him a letter. ſome 
months afterwards, requeſting him to aſſiſt 
wr man, the bearer of it, and telling him 


deep diſtreſs, and a Frenchman. Wl :cpl 


(36 ) 
that I ſhould look upon the afhiſtance as give 1 was 


to myſelf. I dare ſay he complied with m the 
requeſt, for the perſon recommended was i hin 


With reſpect to the authenticity of this let fY{ . 
there can be no doubt. I have ſhown the o the 
ginal, as well as thoſe of the other documen i truth 
here tranſcribed, to more than fifty gentlend MF pocr 
of the city of Philadelphia, and they may, MW 
any time, be ſeen by any perſon of credit, vH W 
wiſhes a fight of them. Nor have I confin this 
the peruſal of them to thoſe who have the mi read; 
fortune to be deemed ariſtocrats. Among p ttem 
ſons of diſtant places, I have ſhown them 2 roo 
Mr. Keilatas of New York, who, I muſt Qi clude 
him the juſtice to ſay, had the candour to from 
preſs a becoming deteſtation of the baſe any t 
throat author of the threatening letter ſent bitter 
Mr. Oldden. 15 oM. 
e 5 „ culina 

I have now brought myſelf to the Un into t. 
States, and have enabled the reader to ju lers 
of me ſo far. It remains for me to negati_ihih tors 1 
two aſſertions which apply to my author bookec 
tranſactions : the one is, that Mr. Bradf i me 
« put @ coat upon my back ; and the other, le. 
J am, or have been, in the pay of a In bod in 
„Agent.“ ꝑ— it m. 
| | | e 0 ſtrik 

In the month of July, 1794, the fam ats, 
Unitarian Doctor, fellow of the Koya/ Soc1QM* Pan, 
London, citizen of France, and delegate Carey 
the Grande Convention Nationale of notom hee t. 
memory, landed at New-York. His land bl bphly | 


($7 3 

vas nothing to me, nor to any body elſęe; but 
the fulſome and conſequential addreſſes, ſent 
him by the pretended patriots, and his canting 
replies, at once calculated to flatter the peo- 
ple here, and to degrade his country and mine, 
was ſomething to me. It was my buſineſs, and 
the buſineſs of every man who thinks that 
truth ought to be oppoſed to malice and hy- 


pocriſy. . : 


When the Obſervations on the Emigration of 
this © martyr to the cauſe of liberty“ were 
ready for the preſs, I did not, at firſt, offer 
them to Mr. Bradford. I knew him to retain 
a rooted hatred againſt Great Britain, and con- 


from being inſtrumental in the publication of 
any thing that tended to unveil one of its moſt 
bitter enemies. I therefore addreſſed myſelf 
o Mr. Carey. This was, to make ule of a 
culinary figure, jumping out of the frying-pan 
nto the fire. Mr. Carey received me as book- 
ſellers generally receive authors (I mean au- 
tors whom they hope to get but little by): he 


it me from head to foot. — No, my lad, ſays 
te, © I don't think it will ſuit“ MY Jad '!— 
bod in heaven forgive me! I believe that, at 


0 ſtrike the city; not to deſtroy the inhabi- 
ants, but to furniſh me too with ve ſubjed of 
—_ 2/7, that might make me rich —Mr. 
ae has fold hundreds of the Ob/ervations 


cluded, that his principles would prevent him 


- — 


— ns ch 
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boked at the title from top to bottom, and then 


ht moment, I wiſhed for another yellow fever 


A =" that time, and therefore, I dare ſay he 
9 guly approved of them, when he came to a + 
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peruſal. At any rate, I muſt not forget to ſay, 
| thor, and he certainly kept his word, or the 


fidering Mr. Carey's politics, is greatly to his! 


' ſeller, at once opened my eyes with reſpect td 
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that he behaved honourably in the bulineſs; 
for, he promiſed not to make known the au- 


diſcovery would not have been reſerved for the 
month of June, 1796. This circumſtance, con- 


honour, and has almoſt wiped from my me- 
mory that contumelious * my lad.“ | 


From Mr. Carey I went to Mr. Bradford, 
and left the pamphlet for his peruſal. The 
next day I went to him to know his E | 
nation. He heſitated, wanted to know if I 
could not make it a little more popular, adding 
that, unleſs I could, he feared that the publiſh- 
ing of it would endanger hs windows. More 
Popular J could not make it. I never was of an 
accommodating diſpoſition in my life. The 
only alteration I would conſent to was in they 
title. I had given the pamphlet the double t- 
tle of, © The Tartuffe Detedted; or, Ubſeru 
e tions, &c.” The former was ſuppreſſed 
though, had I not been pretty certain that eve. 
ry preſs in the city was as little free as that td 
which I was ſending it, the Tartuffe Detected 
ſhould have remained ; for, the perſon on who 
it was beſtowed merited it much better than the 
character ſo named by Mohere. 


Theſe difficulties, and theſe fears of the books 
the boaſted liberty of the preſs. Becauſe 14 


laws of this country proclaim to the world 
that every man may write and publiſh free 


1 


md becauſe 1 ſaw the news-papers Bled with 
vaunts on the ſubject, I was fool enough to 


; | 
u WH inagine that the preſs was really free for every 
he one. I had not the leaſt idea, that a man's 


windows were in danger of being broken, if 


n- be publiſhed any thing that was not popular. I 
bis did, indeed, ſee the words liberty and equa/zty, 
ne- de rights of man, the crimes of kings, and ſuch 


like, in moſt of the bookſeller's windows; but 
did not know that they were put there to ſave 


the glaſs, as a free republican Frenchman puts 
The WWW : cockade tricolor in his hat to ſave his head. 
rm. l was ignorant of all theſe arcana of the liber- 
if 1 ty of the preſs. 4 | 
ding | N 
Mil- If it had ſo happened that one of the Whiſkey- 
More Boys had went over to England, and had re- 
of an Wi ceived addreſſes from any part of the people 


| thei nation of ruffians, and beſeeching the Lord 
ble f- that thoſe ruffians might tread back the paths 
ſer vd: © of in famy and ruin;” and if this emigrating 
reſſed WM © Martyr” in the cauſe of whiſkey had echoed 
at exe⸗ back the hypocritical cant, and if he and all 
that to lis palavering addreſſers had been detected and 
etecte c expoſed by ſome good American, in London, 
who would not ſuch an American have received the 
an the pplauſe of all men of virtue and ſenſe? And 


Wat would, or rather what would not, have 
been laid here againſt the proſtituted preſs of 
Great Britain, had an Engliſh bookſeller teſti- 


| Ws ſhould be daſhed in? 


there, congratulating him on his eſcape from a 


ied his fears to publiſh the truth, left his win- 
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down puniſhment on the publiſher, did nat 


ler in a deſpotic ſtate fears to publiſh a work 


to publiſh a work that is not poprlar enmph. I 
leave it to the learned philoſophers of the 


— 
n 
RC 1 — 


People. 


r 
o 


to be a competent judge of the matter; h( 
muſt know the extent of the liberty of the pres 


title page. Even the Bone to Gnaw for the Dd 
mocrats, which did not appear till about fi 


'.@- ) 
© The work that it was feared would dau 


contain one untruth, one anarchical, indecent} 
immoral, or 1rreligious expreſſion ; and yet thef 
bookſeller feared for his windows! For what? 
Becauſe it was not popular enough. A bookſel.M 


that is 700 popular and one in a free ſtate fear 


Age of Reaſon” to determine in which o 
theſe ſtates there is the moſt liberty of the preſs "<< 
for, I muſt acknowledge, the point is too nice reli 
for me: fear is fear, whether inſpired by M 
Sovereign Lord the King, or by a Sovereigal 


The 


I ſhall be told, that Mr. Bradford's fear 
were groundleſs. It may be ſo; but he oughl 


better than I could. He might be miſtaken 
but that he was ſincere appeared clearly tron 
his not putting his name at the bottom of thi 


months afterwards, was © Publiſhed for thi 
« Purchaſers.” It was not till long after ti 
public had fixed the ſeal of approbation 0 
theſe pamphlets, that they were honoure 
with the bookſeller's name. It was ſomethin 
curious that the ſecond and third and four 
editions ſhould be entitled to a mark of relpeſ 
that the firſt was not worthy of. Poor litth 


o ; Is | 
innocents! They were thrown on the pail 
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re foundlings; no ſoul would own them, till 
was found that they poſſeſſed the gift of 


raw 


not wioging in the pence. Another ſingularity, 
ent s, they got into better paper as they advanced. 
the Wc, me prudent matron changes the little dirty 
hari ngged wench into a fine mademoiſelle, as ſoon 
an 5 ſhe perceives that the beaux begin to caſt 


heir eyes on her. 


fears THe 
pg But, it 18 time to return, and give the read- 
19 er an account of my gains. The pecuniary 
7 | | 


concerns of an author are always the moſt in- 
tereſting. 


The teln on which Mr. Bradford took the 


ling it together. J beg the reader, if he fore- 
ſees the pofſibility of his becoming author, to 
tecolle& this phraſe well. Publi/iing it toge- 


e divided between him and the author, 
Long after the Obſervations were fold 
the Dd M, Mr. Bradford rendered me an account 

acoubtedly a very juſt one) of the ſales. 
bor Hl Fecording to this account, my ſhare of the 


iter th wits (my ſhare only) amounted to the ſum of 


Pe /iHlling and feven-pence half-penny, curren- 
0! the State of Pennſylvania (or, about 


onoure M | | : I 
meth pence three farthings ſterling), quite 
d fourt rely clear of all deductions whatſoever! 

i relpe F 

dor litt! 5 


OHervations, were what bookſellers call puh 


ler is thus managed: the bookſeller takes thge 
ork, prints it, and , defrays all expenſes of 
paper, binding, &c. and the profits, if any, 


ſ 
lt „ 
iy | Now, bulky as this ſum appears in words oi. 
{i length, I preſume, that when 1/75 is reduce Ob 
I to figures, no one will ſuppoſe it fufficient i Bo, 
0 ; put a coat upon my back. If my poor bat Kie 
ö il were not too broad to be clothed with ſuch WM Bor 
Ll : ſum as this, God knows how I ſhould bear all 1 Plai 
tid that has been, and is, and is to be, laid on Ver 
fit | by the unmerciful democrats. Why! 177 Prof 
= would not cover the back of a Lillpu: i 
bf & no, not even in rags, as they {ell here. 
Alt 
| N Beſides, this clothing ſtory will at once fi = 
FJ to the ground, when I aſſure the reader «i The! 
A Mr. Carey will bear witneſs to the truth enero 
{| what I ſay), that, when I offered this wark ii upon m 
1 publication, I had as good a coat upon e pure 
bt back, as ever Mr. Bradford or any of his bu Wit the 
id. ther bookſellers put on in their lives; and, wilMBridfo: 
1070 is more, this coat was my own. No taylor f 9 they we 
bl ſhoemaker ever had my name in his books * th 
| it et eit n 
| f | After the Obſervations, Mr. Bradford aun ny 
1 publiſſied it together no longer. When a pali = 
[#8 phlet was ready for the preſs, we made a bf | My « 
[of gain for it, and I took his note of hand, e Pre 
14 able in one, two, or three months. That r epa 
| = public may know exactly what gains I bY Ws, 
1 derived from the publications that iſſued fi atio 
ih Mr. Bradford's, J here fubjoin a liſt of he 
ih and the ſums received in payment. prop 
„ ates, 
Marks, 
Nu 
de voly 
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= 7 Dols. Cents. 
dee Obſervations . . . 0 * 
at Bone to Gnaw, 1ſt part . 125 0 
„Kick for a Bite 20 0 
Bone to Gnaw, 2d Part 1:0 O 

O 

O 

© 


r 2 I Plain Enghth' . .-. 100 
on New Year's Gift . 100 
2 Proſpect o » . * - . - I Z 


Total 91 


| 


ruth WMecnerofity of my bookſeller, is, to tell him, that 
von my going into buſineſs for myſelf, I offered 


WW: thc lame price that I had fold them at. Mr. 
d, u bndford's refuſing to ſell, is a clear proof that 
ylor ey were worth more than he gave me, even 

ter they had paſſed through ſeveral editions. 


rd an 18 n my back. | 


Je 2 . My concerns with Mr. Bradford cloſed with 
nd, P Proſpect from the Congreſs-Gallery, and, as 
That rr ſeparation has given riſe to conjectures and 


s Uu bons, I mall trouble the reader with an ex- 
U Panation of the matter. | 


[propoſed making a mere collection of the 
hates, with here and there a note by way of 


n Numbers, but at the end of the ſeſſion, in 


3 volume; but Mr. Bradford, fearing a want 
| acceſs in this form, determined on publiſh- 


_ 


* r 
a. — >. - 


> 
; — 2 > 
— * — P ED ee AWE IRS OLE 
„ ——— — 8 — 
FI ——— — . 


Thebeſt way of giving the reader an idea of the 


on 1 v purchaſe the copy-rights of theſe pamphlets 


ct it not be ſaid, then, that he put a coat up- 


Marks, It was not my intention to publiſh - 
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ing in Numbers. This was without my appro 


* = bation, as was alſo a ſubſcription that was open- 
i ed for the ſupport of the work. When about 
[ih half a Number was finiſhed, I was informed 
| that many gentlemen had expreſſed their de. 
bi hire, that the work might contain a good deal 
1 | of original matter, and few debates. In con: 1 
I ſequence of this, I was requeſted to alter i 
13 plan; I ſaid I would, but that I would by il 
F pe means undertaxe to continue the work. 
74k The firſt Number, as it was called (but noi 


by me), was publiſhed, and its ſucceſs led M 
Bradford to preſs for a continuation. His lol 
offered me, I believe, a hundred dollars M 
Number, in place of eighteen ;: and, I ſhovl 
have accepted his offer, had it not been for WM 
word that eſcaped him during the converſationliif 
He obſerved, that their cuſtomers would bY 
much diſappointed, for that, his father hall 
promiſed a continuation, and flat it ſhould b 
made very intereſting. This flip of the tongui 
opened my eyes at once. What! a bookſellq; 
undertake to promiſe: that I ſhould write, any 
that I ſhould write to pleaſe his cuſtomers tod 
No; if all his cuſtomers, if all the Congrell 
with the Preſident at their head, had come ai 
ſolicited me; nay, had my ſalvation dependd 
on a compliance, I would not have written ant 
ther line. . 2 1 80 1 


I was fully employed at this time, having 
tranſlation on my hands for Mr. Moreau de 4 
Mery as well as another work which took ' 
a great deal of my time; ſo that, I believe, 
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appro {ould not have publiſhed the Cænſor, had it not 
Open- been to convince the cuftomers of Mr. Bradfor d. 
about that was not in his pay; that I was not the 
ormed e puppet and he the ſhow-man. That, whatever 
cir de merits or demerits my writings might have, no 
d dea part of them fell to his ſhare. eee. 
n con 1 

ter a When Mr. Bradford found I was preparing 
by 108 0 publiſh a continuation of the remarks on the 
(Lebates, he ſent me the following note: 


but al . 
ed M 8 Bi. 
His {of | 


en for WM © {cnt you by 

ratio hk, 

ould by c Tours, &C. i412 
her h . | 


f ue. Bab ron B.- 


tongue bor 43.2. DA BEE FC ee ETSY, 
20k:(e1 1a © Phila. April 22, 1796. . 40. 
e e e eig 
1ers toq ee ee IET 
zongreſ T0 this ] returned, for anſwer. 
ome aug 4 Honk n o 1550 2 
ependd 30 0 


ons | Philadelphia, 22d March, 1796. 


£50 Sir, 
having A 8100 

dey e I . 8 3 
au - = have the honour to poſſeſs your laconic 
| p m | 5 but, upon my word, I do not under- 
elieren aud it. The requeſting of a receipt from a 


lars Send me your account and a receipt for 
ou * the laſt publication, and your money ſhall be 


| | 
= 
[| 
1 
| 
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5. perſon, before any tender of money is made, 


* ments, you may rely on an applycation to the 


„ ſhall there meet you on ſuch grounds as will 
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e and the note being dated in April in place of 
March; theſe things throw ſuch an obſcurity 
* over the whole, that I defer complying with | 
* 1ts contents, till J have the pleaſure of ſee. | 
ing yourſelf. e 


1 WS Fe > 3 
r 1 


F 


« Tam 
6 Your moſt obedient 
15 Humble ſervant, 
cc WM. CoßB RTT. 2 
This brought me a ſecond note, in theſel 
words : .- 
* Bir 
Finding you mean to purſue the Proſpecd 
ce which you ſold to me, I now make a demand off 
*« the fulßllment of your contract and if honour 
« does not prompt you to fullfil your engagey 
% laws of my country and make no doubt [ 
* convince you I am not to be trifled with. 
I am 
* Yours, &c. 


2 | © THO. BRADFORD 
c March 22, 1796. | | 


1 


Here ended the correſpondence, except that 
t might be ſaid to be continued for about five 
minutes longer by the hearty laugh, that I be- 
towed on this corred and polite billet., 


1 9 © IN 1 x r ae 1 
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It is ſomething truly ſingular, that Mr. Brad- 
ford ſhould threaten me with a proſecution 
for not writing, juſt at the moment that others 
threatened me with a proſecution for writing. 
It ſeemed a little difficult to ſet both at open defi- 
ance, yet this was done, by continuing to write, 
and by employing another bookſeller. | 


Indeed theſe bookſellers, in general, are a eru- 
elrace. They imagine that the ſoul and body of 

every author that falls into their hands, is their 
excluſive property. They have adopted the bird- 
catcher's maxim: “ a bird that can ſing, and 
* wont ing, ought to be made fing.” When- 
erer their devils are out of employment, the 
drudging goblin of an author muſt ſharpen up 
his pen, and never think of repoſe till he is 
relieved by the arrival of a more profitable job. 
Then the wretch may remain as undiſturbed as 
a ſleep- mouſe in winter, while the ſtupid dolt 
whom he has clad and fattened, receives the 
applauſe, | | 


I now come to the aſſertion, that I am, or 
ave been, in the pay of the Brinſh govern- 
ment. „ 


In the firſt place the democrats ſwear that 1 
une been frequently viſited by a certain 
Agent,” meaning I ſuppoſe Mr. Bond: to 


this I anſwer, that it is an abominable lie, | 


ſpoke to, correſponded with, or even ſaw, to 
my knowledge, either of the Britiſh Miniſters} 


New York, on the ſuppoſed: author of it;! 
or ſome one in his behalf, took occaſion to o 


uncandid to attribute to a gentleman of Yi 


and that is, that let this gentleman be who 


man is expected to do; yet, I think 1 
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never ſaw Mr. Bond but three times in my life, | 
and then 1 had buſineſs with him as the inter. 
preter of Frenchmen, who wanted certificates 
from him, in order to ſecure their property in 
the conquered colonies. I never in my life 


or any one of their retinue. Mr. Bradford once 
told me, that Mr. Allen, the father-in-law of 
Mr. Hammond, ſaid he was acquainted with 
me. If this gentleman did really ſay fo, hal 
Joked, or he told a lie; for he never ſaw ul 
in his life, that I know of. | 


A little while after the New Year's Gift wil 
publiſhed, an attack was made in the Argus q 


conſequence . of which, this ſuppoſed authbol | 
ſerve, in Mr. Claypoole's paper, that it wal 
proachable character, what was well known Wi 
be the work of a democrat. I had a gi 
mind to ſay at that time, what I ſhall now laf 
will, I think myſelf as good as he, and of as gol 
a character too; and that, as to the dithonoſ 
attacked to the publication, I am willing 
take it all to myſelf. "1 


It is hard to prove a negative; it is what 


5 . . 1 
prove, that. the accuſation of my being in 


— F aobrg MG ot Eos. i Ae 


— 
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hay is not ſuppoted by one fingle fa, or 

life, the leaſt ſhadow of probability. 

\ter= t e Þ 
When a foreign government hires a writer, 


it takes care that his labours ſhall be diſtributed, 
whether the readers are all willing to pay for | 4 
them or not. This we daily ſee verified in the diſ- 
tribution of certain blaſphemous gazettes, which, 
though kicked from the door with diſdain, flies 


once 

au of in at the window. Now, has this ever been 

| wit the caſe with the works of Peter Porcupine? j} 
ſv, h Were they ever thruſted upon people in ſpite 


of their remonſtrances? Can Mr. Bradford 
ſay that thouſands of theſe pamphlets have ever — 
deen paid for by any agent of Great Britain? ' 


3ſt wa Can be ſay that I have ever diſtributed any of il. 
rus 0 them ? No; he can ſay no ſuch thing. 'They | 
16 had, at firſt, to encounter every dithculty, and 

auto they have made their way ſupported by public 


1 to e pprobation, and by that alone. Mr. Brad- 
on, if he is candid enough to repeat what 
he told me, will ſay, that the Britiſh Conſul, 
When he purchaſed half a dozen of them, | 
nhſted upon having them ar the wholeſale price! i 
l chis look like a deſire to encourage them? „5 | 
e who eides, thoſe who know any thing of Mr. 3 
if as go adford, will never believe, that he would _ | 
Iiſnono nel lent his aid to a Britiſh Agent's publicati- 1 
willing rn; for, of all the Americans I have yet con- | 4 
WT" wich, he ſeems to entertain the greateſt - 
keree of rancour againſt that nation. 5 ; 


unk 18 1 [have every reaſon to believe, that the Bri- 
og in M Conſul was far from approving of ſome, at _ 
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leaſt, of my publications. I happened to be 
in a bookſeller's ſhop, unfeen by him, when 
he had the goodneſs to ſay, that I was a «7 
« fellow.” On which I ſhall only obſerve, that 
when the King beſtows on me about five hun- 
dred pounds ſterling a year, perhaps, 1 may 

become a lame fellow, and hear my maſter, my 
countrymen, my fnends and my parents, be-M 
lied and execrated, without ſaying one fingle 
word 1n their defence. | 


Hlad the Miniſter of Great Britain employed 
me to Write, can it be ſuppoſed that he would 
not furniſh me with the means of living well 
without becoming the retailer of my o- 
works? Can it be ſuppoſed that he would 
have ſuffered me ever to appear on the ſcene} 
It muſt be a very poor king that he ſerve *tior 
if he could not afford me more than 1 cally mak 
get by keeping a book-ſhop. An Amballhi bad 
ſador from a king of the Gypſies could nll = 


have acted a me er part, What! where vl 11 
all the © gold of Pitt?” That gold which temp fron: 


ed, according to the democrats, an America ' att 

Envoy to fell his country, and two-thirds ton 

' the Senate to ratifiy the bargain : that go “are 
which, according to the Convention of Franq red 

has made one half of that nation cut the thro ec 

of the other half; that potent gold could i=: gi 

keep Peter Porcupine from ftanding behinq q ocriti 

counter to ſell a pen- knife, or a quire of pap of Co 
Cr ry ir 

M.iuſt it not be evident, too, that the kee dre th 
ing of a ſhop would take up a great part 4 
time? Time that was hardly worth a pay. 


e 


be MW 
en } 
mes 
hat Wb 


the profits on a few pamphlets. Every one 


count of my entering on buſineſs; would the 
Miniſter of Great Britain have ſuffered this, 


25 bad 1 been in his pay? No; I repeat, that it 
. is downright ſtupidity to ſuppoſe, that he would 
10 erer have ſuffered me to appear at all, had he 

% eren felt in the leaſt intereſted in the fate of 


ag my works, or the effect they might produce. 
He muſt be ſenſible, that, ſeeing the uncon- 


loyel 


querable prejudices exiſting in this country, 
would my being known to be an Engliſhman would 
„vel operate weightily againſt whatever I might ad- 
; dune Vance. 1 faw this very plainly myſelf ; but, 
would 3s] had a living to get, and as 1 had deter- 
ſcenel mined on this line of bufineſs, ſuch a confder- 
ſerre mon was not to awe me into idleneſs, or 
1 ei mike me forego any other advantages that 1 
AmbaliY bad reaſon to hope 1 ſhould enjoy. 
zuld nd | 


The notion of my being in Britiſh pay aroſe 


gere wa a 
om my having now-and-then taken upon me 


temp 


me ric attempt a defence of the character of that 
thirds don, and of the intentions of its government 
hat go brards the United States. But, have 1 ever 
t Fran red my readers with this, except when the 


lubject neceſſarily demanded it? And if I 
we given way to my indignation when a hy- 
Poerttical political divine attempted to degrade 
uw country, or when its vile calumniators call- 
kbit“ an inſular Baſtile,” what have I done 
WT" ton every good man in my place would 
=” 4c? What have I done more than my 
"7; 21 obeyed the feelings of my heart? 


he thro 


7G 


for at all, if it was not of higher value than 


knows that the Cenſor has been delayed on ac- 


— —ů qe ener dare a 
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When a man hears his country reviled, does 
it require that he ſhould be paid for ſpeaking 
in its defence? 


Beſides, had my works been intended to in. 
troduce Britiſh influence, they would have af. 
ſumed a more conciliating tone. The author 
would have flattered the people of this coun- M 
try, even in their exceſſes; he would have en- 
deavoured to gain over the enemies of Britain M 
by .ſmooth and ſoothing language; he would MW 

| have © ſtooped to conquer;” he would not, as 
I have done, rendered them hatred for hatred, 
and ſcorn for ſcorn. , — — 


My writings, the firſt pamphlet excepted, 
have had no other object than that of keeping 
alive an attachment to the Conſtitution of the 
United States and the ineſtimable man who is 

at the head of the government, and to paint 

in their true colours thoſe who are the enemies 

of both; to warn the people, of all ranks and; 
deſcriptions, of the danger of admitting among 
them, the anarchical and blaſphemous princiq; 
pulwles of the French revolutioniſts, principle 
as oppoine to thoſe of liberty as hell is to heag 
ven. If, therefore, I have written at the ng 
ſtance of a Britiſh agent, that agent mult mol 
certainly deſerve the thanks of all the rel 
friends of America. But, ſay ſome of the ha 
democrats, what right have you to meddll 
with the defence of our government at all 
The ſame right that you have to exact my obi 
dience to it, and my contribution towards 1 
ſupport. Several Engliſhmen, not fo long 
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the country as I had been, ſerved in the mili- 
tia againſt the weſtern rebels, and, had I been 
called on, I muſt have ſerved too. Surely a 
man has a right to defend with his pen, that 
which he may be compelled to defend with a 
muſquet. 


As to the real, bloody, cut-throats, they 
carry their notion of excluding me from the 
uſe of the preſs ſtill further. While” (ſays 
one of them) © While I am a friend to 
« the unlimited freedom of the preſs, when 
« exerciſed by an American, I am an implaca- 
ple foe to its proſtitution to a foreigner, and 
« would at any time aſſiſt in hunting out of ſoci- 
« ety, any meddling foreigner who ſhould dare 
to interfere in our politics. I hope the apathy 
« of our brethren of Philadelphia will no longer 
* he indulged, and that an exemplary ven- 
* 22ace will ſoon burſt upon the head of ſuch 
* a preſumptuous fellow.——Trſtice, honour, 
* national gratitude, all call for it. May it 
* no longer be delayed. 185 RET 


«© An American.” 


Are not you, Mr. Swanwick, the Preſident 
df the Emigration Society? Well, then, Sir, 
i your inſtitution is ſaid to be for the informa- 
wn of perſons emigrating from foreign coun- 
mes, be ſo good as to inſert the little extract, 
wore quoted, in your next diſpatches for a 
Cargo of emibrants. Above all, Sir, be ſure 
tell thoſe who are diſpoſed to emigrate from 
Keland, thoſe martyrs in the cauſe of liberty; 
lure to tell them that this is the land of equal 
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liberty; that here, and here alone, they Will 
find the true unlimited freedom of the preſs, hy; | 
that, if they dare to make uſe of it,“ Juſtice, | 


e four, national gratitude, will call for ex. | 
cc emplary VENGEANCE ON their heads.” 


I ſhould not have noticed this diſtinction he. 
tween ſoreigners and Americans, had I not per. 
ceived, that ſeveral perſons, who are, general. 
ly ſpeaking, friends to their country, ſeem to 
think that it was 1mpertinent in me to meddle WM 
with the politics here, becauſe I was an Eng- 
liſhman. I would have theſe good people to 
recolle&, that the laws of this country hold M 
out, to foreigners, an offer of all that libenyMf 
of the preſs which Americans enjoy, and that, 
if this liberty be abridged, by whatever means 
it may be done, the laws and the conſtituvoaM 
and all together is a mere cheat; a ſnare toi 
catch the credulous and enthuſiaſtic of every 
other nation; a downright impoſition on the 
world. If people who emigrate hither havg 
not a right to make uſe of the liberty of thq; 
preſs, while the natives have, it is very ill dong 
to call this a country of equal liberty. Equal 
above all epithets, is the moſt improper tad 
can be applied to it; for, if none but Ameri 
caus have acceſs to the preſs, they are the mal 
ters and ſoreigners are their ſubjects, nay thel 
 flaves. An honourable and comfortable ftv 
tion upon my word! The emigrants from ſom 
countries may be content with it, perhaps: 
would not ſay, that the“ Martyrs in the Ca , 
<« of liberty” from England, would not quiei 
bend beneath the yoke, as, indeed, they 4 
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in duty bound to do; but, for my part, who 
have not the ambition to aſpire to the crown of 
martyrdom, I muſt and I will be excuſed. Ei- 
ther the laws ſhall be altered, or I will con- 
tinve to avail myſelf of the liberty that 
WE ty held out to me, and that partly tempt- 
 be- ed me to the country. When an act is paſſ- 
per- ed for excluding Enghſhmen from exerciſ- 
eral- ing their talents, and from promulgating what 
m to they write, then will I deſiſt; but, I hope, 
edle when that time arrives, no act will be paſſed 
Eng o prevent people from emigrating back again. 
le to Cl Og We Ge Se ETD 
hold e Before I conclude, it ſeems neeeſſary to ſay 
berry a word or two about the miſerable ſhift, which 
d that he democrats have had recourſe to, reſpecting 
means the infamous letter of Citizen Hint. They 
itution e now pretend, that I fabricated it myſelf, though 
nare u have publicly declared, that it was deliver- 
erer ed into my hands by a gentleman of reputati- 
on the on, whoſe name I have mentioned. Can any 
er har one be ſtupid enough to imagine, that 1 would, 
of wh particularly at this time, have run the riſk of 
in don being detected in ſuch a ſhameful buſineſs? And, 
Equal how could it have been undertaken without run- 
per manns that riſk ? Had 1 written it myſelf, there 
t Amer ud have been my hand-writing againſt me, 
the mal A had [ employed anotker, that other might 
nay the” © betrayed me; he might have ruined me 
ple fru the opinion of all thoſe, whom it is my in- 
rom ſoul"! as well as my pride to be eſteemed by; 
erhaps- at belt, I ſhould have been at his merev 
the call” ocr afterwards. E 2 
ot quie . 885 
, a7 4 


one point out, if he can, what end I could 


had publiſhed to the whole Union, that I hadf 


and had even had the candour to tell the world 


cc at the American, who, they ſaid, burleſqued Rely J 
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Beſides the great riſk of detection, let any 


propoſe to myſelf by ſuch. a device. As t0 
making my ſhop and myſelf known, I preſume 
J did not ſtand in need of a ſcare-crow, to ef. 
fe that, when the kind democrats themſelves 
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taken the houſe in which I live, for the purpoſe 
of retailing my © poiſon,” as they called ii 


that I had paid my rent in advance.“ They affe | 
to believe, ſometimes, that the letter was f 
mere trick to bring in the pence, and, in on 
of their lateſt paragraphs, they call me 


lt was to Mr. Franklin Bache's creditable and in 
corruptible Gazette, that I was indebted for this volu 
teer advertiſement. This was generous in a declarg 
foe ; but thoſe will not be aſtoniſhed at the editor's cal 
dour and to/erating principles, who are acquainted wil 
the following anecdote. | 3 


3 


From the European Magazine, for Sept 
| 1795, Page 156. CV 


« When Voltaire arrived at Paris, an interview to 
e place between him and Franklin. After the firſt col 
«& pliments, which by the way were more adulative 1 
« comported with the character of an American, 4 
« above all of a ſtern Republican, the Doctor preſent 
« his grandſon to Voltaire, in ſolicitin for him W 
« bleſſing. The philoſopher of impiety reliſhed the pl 
« fantry ; and to render the farce complete, he 
& from his chair, and with a patriarchal air, laid 
« hands on the head of the child, and ſolemnly i 
« nounced, in a loud voice, theſe three words: 
Liberty, and Toleration. All the pious Were ſho 


© inaſking the being of Voltaire.“ 


. 


* catch- penny author.” But, let them recol- 
lect, that I am now a bookſeller, whole trade 
it is to get money; and if I am driven to 
ſuch ſhifts as the Scare-Crow, to get a living, 
let them reconcile this circumſtance with their 
aſſertions concerning my being liberally paid 
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: „ phy Great Britain. A man in Britiſh pay, rolling 
urpolel 55 ny 

ed on in the Gold of Pitt,” could certainly never 
worlds de ſo reduced as to venture every thing for the 


ſake of collecting a few eleven-penny bits. It 
is the misfortune of the democrats ever to fur- 
nh arguments againſt themſelves. 


y affech a 
was 
in ond 
{0 Thoſe who reaſon upon the improbability of 
the democrat's ſending the threatening letter, 
do not recollect the extract I have above quoted 
from the Aurora, in which the people of Phi- 
ladelphia are called upon to murder me, and 
are told, that * 7uſtice, honour, and national 
* gratitude demand it.” Is it very improba- 
ble that men, capable of writing paragraphs 
like this, ſhould, upon finding the people deaf 
to their honourable inſinuations, attempt to in- 
timidate my landlord by a cut-throat letter? 
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Their great object is to filence me, to this 


lulative TY 

merican, all their endeavours point: lies, threats, ſpies 
or Fp | aud informers, every engine of Jacobinical 
med che p invention is played off. I am ſorry to tell 
ns bach em that it is all in vain, for I am one of 
cmd i * whoſe obſtinacy increaſes with oppofi- 
words: 885 5 ; | 


were ho 
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4 


4 have now to apologize to my indulgent 
reader, for having taken up ſo much of his 


time with ſubjects relating chiefly to myſelf, 


The taſk, has, to me, been a very diſagreez- 
ble one; but it was become neceſſary, as well 
for the vindication of my own character as 
for the ſatisfaction of my friends; yes, in 


ſpite of envy, malice and falſehood, I fay, my 


numerous and reſpectable friends, who, I truſt, 
will be well pleaſed to find, that there is no- 
thing 1n the hiſtory of Peter Porcupine to raiſe 


a bluſh for the commendations they have be- 


ſtowed on his works, or to render them unwor- 
bag. of their future ſupport. 
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